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Second, we should make sure that
there are resources available to re-
search gun violence—research. We
can’t find effective solutions if we
can’t research and understand the
problem.

Lastly, we should enhance the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background
Check System, NICS, and make sure
that States are inputting records in a
way that allows Federal agencies to
run complete background checks on in-
dividuals. Background checks are only
as effective as the quality of the
records in the background check sys-
tem.

There is no excuse for making it easy
for dangerous people to get their hands
on a deadly weapon. It is my deepest
hope that this Congress will take ac-
tion on gun control so that none of us
has to attend another vigil in Po-
mona—or anywhere else in America—
to honor the memory of another child
taken from us much too soon. We owe
it to the victims and to their loved
ones to act.

———

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY
MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. YOHO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
not only to celebrate African American
History Month, but to celebrate two
stories lost to mainstream history. The
first story is the original Underground
Railroad, and the other story is of Jo-
siah T. Walls.

Students across the country have
heard stories about the Underground
Railroad during the Antebellum Pe-
riod; however, there was a Road to
Freedom that existed before the United
States was even established, and that
road went south to the free territory of
Spanish Florida. In fact, the National
Park Service held its sixth annual Un-
derground Railroad Conference in St.
Augustine in 2012 to highlight this very
story which started with eight re-
corded families seeking freedom in 1608
in Florida.

During this period, thousands of men,
women, and children fled from the
colonies of North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, and Georgia. These individuals
headed to Florida to gain their freedom
thanks to the Edict of 1693, which was
issued by the then-Spanish Govern-
ment that stated that any man,
woman, or child who found their way
to Spanish Florida would be granted
freedom.

The people at the heart of this story
are the Gullah Geechee who trace their
lineage to West Africa. Once free in
Florida, the Gullah Geechee people
thrived, establishing communities,
forts, and deep roots throughout Flor-
ida’s Third Congressional District,
roots that still can be felt today.

The second story is of Josiah T.
Walls. He was a man who was born into
slavery in 1842 in Virginia. He worked
as a slave. The Civil War broke out,
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and he was conscripted by the Confed-
erate Army to serve as a cook in the
Civil War. He got freed by the Union
soldiers, served with the Union sol-
diers, and after the war, he moved to
Florida to fight in the Seminole Amer-
ican wars. During that time period, the
war ended, and he moved to Gaines-
ville, Florida, where he became the
first African-American mayor of our
city where I come from.

During that time, he became a very
successful businessperson. He was
elected to the Florida Assembly, and
then later he was elected to the U.S.
Congress, serving in this very body
here today. His elections got chal-
lenged, and he lost his role as a Rep-
resentative in the House. He ran again
the next year, won again, and served a
full term. Then the third term he ran,
he won again. His election got chal-
lenged by a Confederate soldier, and he
lost his seat.

He went on to become a prominent
businessman in north central Florida,
owned a farm, and was very successful
until the freeze of 1906, which put him
out of business. He moved to Tallahas-
see and became a newspaper owner and
printed a local newspaper.

He rose to prominence, but at his
death, he was but a footnote in the his-
tories not just of our State, but of our
country. Here is a man that was born
into slavery, rose to prominence, and
was forgotten by history.

I tell these stories because these sto-
ries, like many stories in our early his-
tory, must never be forgotten and must
be remembered by our history lest we
repeat it. It must also be taught to our
children so that they are inspired and
they see themselves in the history
books like these other folks.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 21
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER
Chaplain Harvey Klee, American Le-
gion National Chaplain, Bluffton,

Texas, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, we thank You when
heroic leadership has been undertaken
in this House during times of crises, for
their labor well into the night, for ef-
forts to seek compromise where com-
promise is warranted, and for creative
solutions proposed and acted upon in
the best interests of the American peo-
ple.
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May unity prevail even when parties
are in conflict. When progress is im-
peded and negotiations break down,
grant them fresh ideas for discussion
and ultimate resolution.

May all Members of this House re-
main faithful to the oath of office they
have taken as Representatives of ‘“We
the people ” and may political
ideologies be tempered by intellectual
honesty.

Lord, bless this land we love so much
and save us from our own self-inflicted
wounds.

This we pray in the name of all that
is holy.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. ENGEL) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. ENGEL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING CHAPLAIN HARVEY
KLEE

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. CON-
AWAY) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a constituent of
mine who is here with us today. Chap-
lain Harvey H. Klee, a resident of
Llano, Texas, joins us today as the na-
tional chaplain of the American Le-
gion.

We just heard Chaplain Klee give a
beautiful invocation, calling for us all
to be unified in our actions, with the
best interest of the American people at
heart. Chaplain Klee has dedicated
himself to living by those words, serv-
ing our Nation and its people in many
ways.

Chaplain Klee served in the Navy
during the Korean war and later
worked as a missionary helping drug
addicts and designing training pro-
grams for inmates at a prison in Cali-
fornia.

Later, he founded the Texas Chap-
lains Association, and has been ap-
pointed Texas Department Chaplain
nine times, which is more times than
any other chaplain in the history of
the department.

Chaplain Klee, thank you for joining
us today and reminding us of the great
power of our Lord, Jesus Christ.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-14T07:51:29-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




